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The EastGen Youth Ag-Stravaganza wrapped up in
mid July, and we are still excited about the accom-
plishments of our participating youth!

The Ag-Stravaganza was a virtual event created
to nurture the development of future-ready skills
for youth in agriculture despite the ongoing pan-
demic. It attracted close to 100 4-H beef and dairy
members from across five provinces.

Participants wrote a quiz drawn from industry topics, as well as
questions from our guest presenters Dr. Mike Lohuis (Can the
Cattle Industry Go Green?) and Scott Cornish (Genomics: Ad-
vancing Your Beef or Dairy Herd). The judging component con-
sisted of tips from expert judges Curtis McNeil and Brad Gilchrist,
followed by the online video presentation of lactating dairy cow
and beef breeding heifer classes.

The quality of public speakers in this competition was something
to be very proud of as participants submitted their speeches
about various topics related to farming. An optional TikTok video
competition drew many great submissions including those that
made us laugh, taught us something new or showcased 4-H and
the amazing agricultural industry.

Congratulations to Overall Champion - Mikayla Ringelberg,
Troy, ON; Reserve Overall Champion - Sydney Robinson,
Midland, ON; and Honourable Mention Overall Champion
- Megan Atkinson, Woodstock, ON. Special thanks to our ce-
lebrity judges for this event: Russell Gammon, Dr. Tim Henshaw,
Rhonda MacDougall, Mel O’Shea, and Murray Reissner.

Monetary prizes were awarded to the top competitors, and ev-
eryone who completed the competititon received a gift box full
of EastGen swag in appreciation of their efforts. A final results
video featuring our component champions, as well as names
of the top placing competitors in all divisions, can be found on
EastGen's website and 0 I d Ch
YouTube channel. e glng amplon
EastGen is proud of our
ongoing committment
to support agricultural
youth. Based on the
knowledge and enthu-
siasm of our Ag-Strava-
ganza participants, we're
confident that the future
of this industry is in great
hands!

Nicole French
Caledon, ON

Julia Barkey
Enniskillen, ON

Dairy Judging Champion (tie)
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Reserve Overall Champion

Mikayla Ringelberg
Troy, ON

Megan Atkinson
Woodstock, ON

Sydney Robinson
Midland, ON

Speech Champion

Quiz Champion (tie)

Mikayla Ringelberg
Troy, ON

Michael Jones
Midland, ON

Ethan Rlngelberg
Troy, ON

BeefJudglng Champion TikTok Champion
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Marielle Roos
Brownsville, ON

Grant Barkey
Blackstock, ON

Leah Cooper
Woodville, ON
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EastGen Regional Sales Representative Dave Eadie recently asked
Stefan Mueller, Stellete Farms Ltd., Milverton, ON to share his
thoughts on using 100% Immunity+ sires.

Here is the letter that Stefan composed in response...

When Immunity+ wag first releaged [ didn’t think much of it. Genomice were just introduced

a couple yearg before and [ felt that over the long run it would be more impactful than trying
to uge just the [mmunity+ sireg, but for whatever reagon | gave it a chance. Maybe it wag
becauge | wag on the tail end of a staph and prototheca outbreak and [ wag looking for some
help. [ honestly didn’t notice much at firet but a few years later | saw a eurpricing and pleagant

improvement!

Over the years, like so many farmg, we have adapted to new research and improved our
management practices... Thanke in part to the great advice from our local veterinarian and
nutritioniet! We try very hard to maintain a functional farm and family — sometimes succese-
fully :) Sometimeg not :P!

We feed our calveg better; they are growing stronger. We try to keep the cows cool and the
air fresh. We try to keep the ﬂ% opulationg low and reduce animal stregsore. We check over
the equipment to provide clean, fresh meals to our animale and produce high quality milk. And
yet, even with all the improvements [ strongly feel [mmunity+ ie making a ditference beyond
our adaptive management.

So why do [ feel thie way?

At time of writing we have not had a single bulk tank sample test above 200,000 in the
lagt two yearg and only one in almogt three. Our yearly average eagily stays below 80,000.
We have a 32% preg rate baged on a 60 day VWP and while our calf facilities are lece than
etellar our calf heal’rE hag never been better {aleo thanks to my wife and vet)! [ don’t go to
the barn at chore time worrying about who will have magtiti or if 'm going to have to treat
another cow for gome strange reagon.

We do have our probleme, don’t get me wrong. We still have magtitie and | etill have to treat
thoge cows for all the unexpecfeé) reagong. But it all seemg more manageable and [ don’t feel
like Pm loging control. Ag a farmer and operator for over 20 years, [ can tell you that for me,
dealing with gick animalg ig one of the hardest thingg to handle.

Using [mmunity+ i the gimplest and most economical way for me to improve my lifestyle. I'm
already breeding the cows; | just chooge the bulle that have the red chield beide their name.
(t doeen’t cogt me any more money and the bulle are very comgeﬁﬁve in terme of Pro$ and
LPL. [ would even chooge Immunity+ over a higher genomic gire becaue [ believe high digeage
regigtance i¢ underrated.

With Elevate [ can identify which calves have the higiheg’r immune regponge and with the uge
of sexed gemen in our heiferg, [ have the ability to sell the lowest responders very early in life,
while algo being able to chooge higher genomic calves.

[n my opinion there ig not a gingle trait on a sire’s genetic profile more important and profitable
than being a high immune responder which i why [ am breeding [OO% Immunity+ sires with
no plang to change in the foreseeable future.

Qtefan Mueller
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We are pleased to announce that Pete
Kaufman has accepted the position of Dairy
Solutions Specialist at EastGen. Pete began
transitioning to his new role as of July 12th.

Pete began his career as an Al Technician, work-
ing from 1995-2010 at Gencor. He rejoined
EastGen in 2014 as an Al Technician and in
2016 became a Regional Sales Representative
within EastGen’s Western Ontario Region. Pete
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brings with him more than 21 years of experi- $150.00
ence in the Al industry and a wealth of knowl-
edge and proven successes with his customer
base. He has a diploma in Agriculture Business
- Livestock Management from Ridgetown Col-
lege of Agriculture Technology and has com-
pleted a Reproductive Management Train-
ing certificate. Pete also owns and operates
his own cattle farm, Bridgecross Farms Inc.

Spray 2500 ml

During the transitional period, Pete will
continue to work with both Sales reps
and Al Technicians to ensure that cus-
tomer service standards are maintained.

Pete can be reached at 519-281-0638 or email
pete.kaufman@eastgen.ca.

store: https: //store eastgen cal/ wenw.easigen.ca
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Daughters of OH-River-SYC CRUSHABULL VG-87 (Crush x Mogul)
are furning heads at home too...

As of late Jul
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SPECIAL PRI(ING Until November 1, 202]
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Ms Crushabull Carolina-ET (VG)
1st Senior 2-Year-Old & Intermediate Champion
Illinois Championship Holstein Show 2021
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Westcoast ALCOVE is raising
+3813 LPI| * the bar for Canadian Holstein breeders.
ALCOVE is Canada’'s NEW #1 GMACE
$3711 PRO$ *  Pro$ and LPI sire (Apr. ‘21)! His ground-breaking
e profit and production potential combined
#2185 MILK with his solid type will make this Fertility
+150 FAT +.54% * Firsttm and A2A2 designated superstar a

+97 PROTEIN +.20% * R IS “UGRET
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* GMACE 21* APR # GEBV 21* APR *
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