
“Phi l ’s  impact  reaches 
far  beyond his  own farm,” 
said Amanda Stokes, 
CEO of  EastGen. “He 
has been a tremendous 
advocate for  At lant ic 
dair y  farmers and a 
dedicated leader  within 
the cooperat ive genet ics 
industr y.” His  career 
ref lects  a  longstanding 
commitment to 
strengthening At lant ic 
agr iculture and the 
voice of  i ts  producers 
nat ional ly  and internat ional ly. EastGen extends 
i ts  s incere congratulat ions to  Phi l  on this  wel l -
deser ved recognit ion.

The 2026 At lant ic  Agr icultural  Hal l  of  Fame 
induct ion ceremony for  MacLean and three fe l low 
inductees from Nova Scot ia,  New Brunswick and 
Pr ince Edward Is land wi l l  take place October  15th 
at  the Dalhousie Agr icultural  Campus in  Truro, 
Nova Scot ia.

EastGen congratulates Phil  MacLean ,  past 
EastGen Director  and past  President  of  Semex,  on 
being named the 2026 Atlantic  Agricultural  Hal l 
of  Fame inductee for  Newfoundland and Labrador. 
The honour recognizes MacLean’s  decades of 
leadership,  innovat ion and ser vice to  At lant ic 
Canadian agr iculture,  f rom bui lding Headl ine 
Holsteins into a  progressive dair y  operat ion to 
advancing dair y  genet ics  and producer  interests 
through industr y  leadership.

MacLean and his  wife,  Paul ine Duivenvoorden, 
establ ished Headl ine Holsteins in  1987 af ter 
moving to  Newfoundland. O ver  the fo l lowing 
decades,  they grew the farm through investments 
in  modern infrastructure,  animal  care,  technology, 
forage and feed product ion,  including robot ic 
mi lk ing and precis ion nutr ient  management.

MacLean brought  this  pract ical  farm experience 
to  EastGen,  ser ving as a  Director  f rom 2016 to 
2025,  Vice President  f rom 2019 to 2021,  and to 
Semex,  where he ser ved on the Board from 2018 
to 2024 and as President  f rom 2021 to 2024. He 
also cont inues to  contr ibute to  At lant ic  agr iculture 
through ser vice with dair y  organizat ions and 
community  in i t iat ives.

EastGen members in  the fo l lowing zones are 
invi ted to  submit  nominat ions for  Directors 
and Delegates for  a  three-year  term. Ear ly 
nominat ion forms have been mai led and 
posted at  www.eastgen.ca. 

Al l  nominat ions must  be received pr ior  to 
Friday,  October 30,  2026,  at  5:00 p.m.

•	 Zone 3 -  Ci ty  of  O ttawa (Car leton), 
Dundas,  Stormont

•	 Zone 6 -  Ci ty  of  Kawartha Lakes 
(Victor ia) ,  Durham Region A (Ontar io 
County and Ramara Township), 
Durham Region B (Durham County 
excluding Cavan Township), 
Peterborough ( including Cavan 
Township),  York,  Halton,  Peel

•	 Zone 9 -  Wel l ington,  Water loo
•	 Zone 12 -  Huron,  Middlesex,  Elg in, 

Essex-Kent,  Lambton

P l e as e  n o t e  v i r t u a l  zo n e  m e e t i n g s  w i l l  b e  h e l d  f o r 
E as t G e n ’ s  e n t i r e  s e r v i c e  a r e a . Wa t c h  y o u r  N o v e m b e r 
U p d a t e  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h es e  m e e t i n g s .

Update
OCTOBER 2026

EastGen delivers.
Phil MacLean: Atlantic Agricultural Hall of Fame Inductee

Call  for Director and Delegate NominationsEastGen delivers. 
Better Genetics Begin Here. 
Limited-Time Offer & Bonus!
Stock up on elite genetics from some of our 
most sought-after dairy and beef sires and 
earn an exclusive EastGen windbreaker 
while you do!

Until December 31, 2026

1-888-821-2150 eastgen.ca

Phil  MacLean



Manure Agitation &
Slatted Floor Safety

After  more than 46 years 
with EastGen,  longt ime AI 
Technician Randy Seguin 
ret i red on September 30th.
Since star t ing as a  summer 
student  in  1980,  Randy has 
ser ved generat ions of  farmers 
across Eastern Ontar io, 

bui lding last ing relat ionships and working with 
one farm family  for  an incredible  f ive generat ions !
Known for  his  posit ive att i tude,  creat ive thinking 
and great  sense of  humour,  Randy has also been a 
valued mentor  to  new technicians and a dedicated 
supporter  of  community  in i t iat ives,  including the 
EastGen Showcase,  4-H Golf  Tournament and EBI 
customer hockey tournaments.
As Randy begins this  next  chapter,  he’s  looking 
for ward to  more t ime with his  sheep,  4-H,  home 
projects  and,  most  important ly,  family.
Congratulat ions,  Randy,  and thank you for  46+ 
years of  dedicat ion,  mentorship,  fr iendship and 
laughs!

Customer noti f icat ion is  required:  I f  you are 
agitat ing,  pumping,  moving,  or  emptying manure 
tanks when technician ser vice is  needed,  please 
notif y  EastGen dispatch when booking technician 
ser vice . This  a l lows our  f ie ld staff  to  plan safely. 
Vis i ts  wi l l  be rescheduled later  that  day or  breeding 
wi l l  be moved to another  day i f  the hazard is  st i l l 
present.

    STOP & CHECK
I f  you see or  suspect  manure agitat ion:
•	 Stay away from the area.
•	 Ask the customer i f  manure is  being agitated 

or  pumped.
•	 Fol low the farm’s safety  procedures.
•	 Never  enter  a  manure storage area.
•	 Never  re ly  on smel l  to  determine whether  toxic 

gas is  present.

    Know the Hazards
Manure agitat ion can rapidly  re lease dangerous 
gases,  especial ly  in  poor ly  vent i lated barns and 
enclosed areas:
•	 Hydrogen sulf ide:  Can cause dizz iness, 

unconsciousness,  respirator y  fa i lure,  and 
death. The “rotten egg” smel l  is  not a  rel iable 
warning  because high concentrat ions can 
quickly  deaden your  sense of  smel l .

•	 Methane:  Highly  f lammable/explosive and can 
displace oxygen.

•	 Ammonia:  Can i rr i tate the eyes and respirator y 
system.

    Be Extra Alert
Exercise caut ion whenever  manure is  being 
pumped or  moved,  especial ly  dur ing spring and 
fal l  manure appl icat ion.

Watch for:
• 	 Agitators,  pumps,  PTO equipment,  or  hoses in 

operat ion
•	 Open tank covers  or  openings
•	 Bubbl ing,  churning,  or  v is ible  manure 

movement
•	 Work areas or  barns near  manure storage
•	 Poor  vent i lat ion or  c losed doors/windows

If  you experience headache,  dizziness,  nausea, 
eye i rr i tat ion,  breathing diff iculty,  or  not ice 
unusual  condit ions,  leave the area and fol low the 
farm’s emergency procedures.

Thank you for  helping us maintain a  strong 
safety  culture and protect  our  technicians,  your 
employees,  and ever yone working on your  farm.

Celebrating 46+ Years 
of Randy Seguin!

A                                  EventPROFIT+ HUB
PROGRESSIVE THINKING — SMART SOLUTIONS — GREATER PROFIT

Driving Profit with 

ROBOTS
Insights, Innovation & Producer Networking

Any general inquiries, please reach out to
Tara Reynolds: Tara.Reynolds@eastgen.ca or 
(519) 821-2150 ext. 252

 For Robotic Herd Owners in Western Ontario

EastGen will be partnering with Robotic Milker suppliers 
to host 5 meetings in November in Western Ontario.
For more details, contact your local EastGen 
representative.

Gain a competitive advantage with an exclusive look 
at the innovations and technologies shaping the 
future of robot dairy farming.

Learn more about Robot Profit-Focused 
Insights and Strategies



Field Staff News

______

Special
Ends October 31st

BactZyme Premium Blocks
Makes lagoon management easier with less 

odour and fewer plugging problems.

LED Light Bulb
Offers energy savings, increased lifespan, and 

much brighter better-quality light.
www.eastgen.ca

Online Store
 https://store.eastgen.ca

We are excited to  share that 
Pedro Vanegas jo ined the 
EastGen team on August  31st 
as  a  Part-Time AI  Technician 
in  Western Ontario  report ing 
to  Andrew den Haan,  Regional 
Sales Manager.
Pedro is  a  professional 
in  Animal  Science with a 
postgraduate degree in 
Business Management. For 
the past  20 years,  he combined working on 
his  family’s  l ivestock farm with roles as a 
professional  advisor  and coordinator  of  publ ic-
pr ivate projects  in  his  home countr y. O ver  the 
past  4.5 years,  he has worked at  a  large-scale 
hog farm in Ontar io  as  a  Swine Technician and 
Breeding Super visor.

Grant MacDonald ,  Al  Technician in  EastGen’s 
PEl  distr ict ,  is  moving to  Eastern Ontar io  and 
wi l l  be jo ining Craig  LeRoy’s  team in October. 
Colby MacQuarr ie ,  who has been support ing 
the PEl  team on a casual  basis,  jo ined Marcelo 
Mart inez in  September to  cover  the Technician 
ser vices on PEl .

S e e  E a s t G e n  s o c i a l
m e d i a  p o s t s  o r  e m a i l

t a r a . r e y n o l d s @ e a s t g e n . c a 
f o r  e n t r y  d e t a i l s .

Code Product Sale Price Size

FP829 BactZyme Premium Block 615.00 pail

FP835 LED 9.5 Bulb - Warm 8.00 each

FP841 Light Bulb - Canarm LED 75 Watt 10.00 each

Pedro Vanegas

Holiday Card Contest
F o r  y o u t h  u p  t o
1 3  y e a r s  o f  a g e .
C a s h  p r i z e s
f o r  1 s t  t o  3 r d .

Entries due
Nov. 13th

NEW

Rapid Relief & Rehydration.
Support when it matters most. 
Effective Electrolyte Balance.

DIAKUR® PLUS
EastGen delivers.
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